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Our TOp Ten  

AccOmplishmenTs

shattered the silence Around 
Women’s experiences with 
Abortion
Last year, Advocates launched the ground-breaking 1 in 3 
Campaign, employing the power of first-person story tell-
ing to destigmatize women’s experiences and strengthen 
support for abortion care. By encouraging women who 
have had abortions to end their silence, share their stories, 
and start a new and more personal conversation about 
abortion, the 1 in 3 Campaign has begun to create a more 
enabling cultural environment for the policy and legal work 
of the field. 

This year, Advocates collected nearly 300 stories, trained 
activists on twenty campuses, reached more than 30 million 
people with information and stories from the campaign via 
social and traditional media. Stories posted on the 1 in 3 
Campaign website were viewed more than 1,600,000 times.

To mark the 40th Anniversary of Roe v. Wade, Advocates 
published the book 1 in 3: These Are Our Stories, featuring 
40 first person stories, along with a discussion guide. The 
book is available through Amazon and iTunes. Advocates 
distributed/sold more than 2,000 copies, and systematically 
distributed the publication to women’s studies programs, 
LGBTQ and Women’s Resource Centers and clinics around  
the country. 
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“Every page drew me into 
their life decisions and 
reinforced my strong 
conviction that ‘what’s right 
for you’ in your situation 
is more important than 
legislation, politics, religious 
affiliation, stigma, and the 
rest of society. I implore 
all readers from across the 
spectrum to take the time 
to read these short accounts 
in 1 in 3. It is a noteworthy, 
informative volume.” 
- Molly, reader on  

Goodreads.com
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mobilized Tens of Thousands of 
millennials in support of Youth  
sexual health and rights 
Millennials are perhaps the most pro-sexual-health generation in history. 
This diverse and technologically savvy group of young people is commit-
ted to comprehensive sex education, contraception, safe abortion care, 
and equality for LGBTQ individuals. Advocates continues to work in part-
nership with youth to mobilize Millennials, and to share lessons learned 
with the reproductive and sexual health and rights movement.

Through Advocates’ website, www.advocatesforyouth.org, and its 
online activism hub by and for youth activists, www.amplifyyourvoice. 
org, Advocates reached more than 2.8 million visitors, and mobilized 
its 75,000 member Youth Activist Network to send nearly 200,000 letters 
and hundreds of thousands of petition signatures to public officials and 
other decision makers calling out cultural hypocrisy and injustice in sup-
port of youth sexual health and rights. 

For example, in Alabama, teachers are forced to lie to their students and 
say that being lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender is an “unacceptable 
lifestyle” and a “criminal offense.” In response to this harmful law, youth 
activists created a petition to encourage the Alabama state legislature to 
pass the “Hate Doesn’t Belong in the Classroom” bill which would strike 
this inaccurate and hateful language from law. Within days of the peti-
tion going live, youth activists delivered almost 20,000 signatures to the 
state legislature in Montgomery, Alabama. 

Taking on the Texas Legislature Youth activist James, in partnership 
with Advocates and the Texas Freedom Network, defeated an attempt 
to shut down Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT) Resource 
Centers at universities across the state. Growing up in Rio Grande 
Valley, James shared, “I was taught being gay was wrong. It wasn’t until 
I stepped into my college resource center and found other students 
like me that I finally found peace with myself. The Center at the 
University of Houston changed my life.” Texas Representative Zedler 
introduced an amendment to the budget bill which would take that 
center away, along with all other centers like it in Texas, by cutting all 
funding for LGBT Resource Centers. James worked quickly to convince 
the University of Houston’s student government to pass a resolution 

millenniAls Of cOlOr
Advocates also launched a project focused 
on highlighting the views of millennials, 
particularly millennials of color. By 
conducting research, engaging colleague 
organizations, training youth activists, and 
applying the messaging to outreach efforts, 
Advocates has started to dispel myths 
surrounding young people of color and their 
attitudes on sexual health issues. Advocates 
has reached over 250 organizations with 
its research findings and values-based 
message frameworks. Advocates also 
created the millennials of color speakers 
Bureau, a group of youth activists who 
conduct media interviews, attend national 
conferences, write blogs and letters to the 
editor and present on panels on capitol hill. 

condemning the “Zedler Amendment.” He wrote media pieces and 
created an online petition against cutting funding. The petition 
gathered 1,500 signatures in just a few hours. He and other youth 
activists presented the signatures to legislators in Austin and shared 
their stories. The amendment was withdrawn - saving LGBT Resource 
Centers on campuses across the state. 

increased Access to contraception in 
the u.s. and Global south
In the United States, nearly 750,000 teens experience pregnancy each 
year – the vast majority of these unintended. And around the world, 
215 million women face an unmet need for contraception. Advocates 
believes all young people have the right to decide for themselves when 
or if they become parents. This year, Advocates intensified its contracep-
tive access projects in the U.S. and abroad, reaching more than 1 million 
young people with contraceptive information and services.

Access to Contraception in D.C. In a groundbreaking effort to 
improve youth contraceptive access in the District of Columbia, Advo-
cates spearheaded successful efforts to pass collaborative practice leg-
islation that will allow pharmacists to provide hormonal contraception 
without a prior prescription – removing a barrier for tens of thousands 
of young women. 

Mississippi Youth Declare: “Keep doing everything. My visit was 
great!” Advocates partnered with the Mississippi Department of Health 
and the Women’s Fund of Mississippi to establish a teen clinic in Jackson. 
The teen clinic, built into an existing health facility, the UNACARE Health 
Center, was previously not open in the evenings and weekends or staffed 
by practitioners trained to serve youth. Advocates trained staff on youth-
friendly sexual and reproductive health services; worked to develop pro-
tocols to guarantee youth confidentiality, and helped recruit and train a 
Youth Advisory Board. As a result, the Midtown Teen Wellness Center is 
now open and offers youth-specific hours from 4 to 7 p.m. three days a 
week. In a recent survey, 100 percent of the first 65 youth served by the 
clinic responded that all clinic staff members were friendly to them, they 
were comfortable asking questions, they received enough information 
about any questions they had, and they received the health care they 
had come in for. Comments were enthusiastic, including “It was great!”, 
“I would come back!”, and “I had a great experience.” 

“Condoms in every dorm on campus” To normalize condom use 
among sexually active college students, Advocates supported 2,000 
youth to serve as “SafeSites” at 948 colleges throughout the U.S., Puerto 
Rico, and the Virgin Islands. These youth distributed 1,200,000 Trojan-
donated condoms along with safer sex information and advocated for 
increased access to sexual health resources and information. At the 
University of Michigan, for example, after months of advocacy, student 
activists convinced the university administration to offer condoms in 
vending machines in every dorm on campus. 

Meeting Youth Needs and Doubling Users in Rural Burkina Faso 
Advocates assisted its partners in a rural town (Léo) to train 29 health 
providers on youth-friendly services and 20 peer educators to educate 
young people about what to expect during a clinic visit, their rights as 
clients, and referrals to local services. Reports from clinic staff indicate a 
doubling in the number of young people who have sought reproductive 
health services since the project began. 

“As a millennial of color, 
research shows that although 
my peers would like to 
decrease the rate of teen 
pregnancies, they also feel that 
society has a responsibility to 
provide young parents with 
the necessary resources  
and opportunities to lead 
healthy lives.” 

- YWOCLC member Brittany, 
writing in response to a New 
York City campaign which 
shamed teen mothers

five YeArs Of prevenTiOn in s.c.
in south carolina, Advocates continued to 
partner with the new morning foundation 
to increase youth demand for and access to 
effective methods of contraception. These 
efforts have contributed to a 25 percent 
reduction in teen birth rates in the state 
since 2000.

prevention by the numbers:
• 65,000 young people reached with 

contraceptive information

• 15 colleges providing better contraceptive 
education and services

• 80,000 condoms distributed

• 100 women connected to aid for long-
acting reversible contraception.

Youth activist James wrote media pieces 
and created an online petition, including 
the sharable graphic below, and successfully 
defeated an attempt to shut down lGBT 
resource centers across Texas.
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championed Young people’s rights to 
honest sex education
Advocates remains one of the premier organizations on the forefront 
of the sex education debate. Whether helping to train advocates and 
educators to use the National Sexuality Education Standards, acting as  
government and opposition watchdog, advocating for improved policies 
at the federal and state level, or empowering young people to advocate 
on their own behalf, Advocates continues working toward the realiza-
tion of young people’s right to honest sex education. 

Creating National Standards In 2012, through the Future of Sex Educa-
tion (FoSE), Advocates, Answer and SIECUS published the National Sexuality 
Education Standards: Core Content and Skills, K-12, which provides the 
first–ever evidence-based guidance for schools on the minimum essential 
core content students need to learn per grade level, K-12. These Standards 
are now included in the latest edition of Sexuality Education Theory and 
Practice, the premier text used to teach the pedagogy of sexuality educa-
tion. The standards have spurred action to improve sex education in com-
munities around the nation, from Dougherty County, Georgia, to Lawrence, 
Kansas, to Des Moines, Iowa. 

Assisting in State and Local Efforts Advocates worked with partners 
in Alabama, California, Colorado, Florida, South Carolina, North Carolina, 
Ohio, and Texas through its Cultural Advocacy and Mobilization Initiative, 
an effort to assist organizations in the states to build a youth activist net-
work of at least 3,000 youth (led by a 10-member youth leadership council) 
and mobilize them in support of comprehensive sex education policies 
and practices at the state and local levels. This work led to the introduction 
of legislation to improve sex education in Alabama and South Carolina as 
well as contributing to the passage of comprehensive sex education legis-
lation in Colorado. 

Building Capacity in the Global South In collaboration with UNFPA 
and UNESCO, Advocates began a new project to provide training to curricu-
lum developers in Southern and East Africa on the development, integra-
tion, and review of sexuality education curricula. Thus far Advocates has 
trained approximately 80 curriculum developers and other stakeholders 
from 15 countries. As a result participants will be implementing action 
plans to build support for and improve sex education in their countries.

fought for the health and rights of 
marginalized Youth: Young parents; 
muslim Youth; lGBTQ Youth
Advocates is committed to securing sexual health and rights for all young 
people – with a focus on those whose needs are overlooked, or who face 
health disparities born of discrimination. 

Breaking Barriers with the Muslim Youth Project Though public 
health programs have attempted to address the needs of many mar-
ginalized youth communities, the Muslim youth community contin-
ues to remain nearly invisible. Advocates continued to be the only 
national organization with a project dedicated to supporting organi-
zations working on sexual health issues related to Muslim youth. Staff  
provided networking opportunities and resources via a listserv and 
technical assistance to 50 youth-serving providers working with Muslim 
youth, assisting them to integrate culturally relevant sexual health infor-
mation and services into their youth programming. This year, staff also 
provided a seed grant and intensive training to two organizations. As a 
result, HEART Women and Girls, located in Chicago, held a community-
wide event to raise awareness on sexual violence in the Muslim commu-
nity, created a toolkit on the importance of sex education in the Muslim 
community, and launched a blog, Sisters Breaking Barriers. The Jahajee 
Sisters, located in New York City, hosted a week-long Muslim Sisters’ 
Leadership Institute in August 2012 which incorporated reproductive jus-
tice, Islamophobia, STI and teen pregnancy prevention, LGBTQ rights, and 
the intersectionality of these identities and experiences.

More Services, Less Stigma Advocates expanded its work with 
pregnant and parenting teens – young people who face barriers to 
education and health, as well as stigma and shame as a result of some 
teen pregnancy prevention efforts. Advocates assisted Young Women 
United (YWU) in New Mexico to build its policy and programming work 
around pregnant and parenting teens, including providing support on 
new media mobilization to successfully advocate for a state bill allow-
ing young parents to take excused absence from school. In spring 2013, 
Advocates also provided messaging advice to the New York Coalition for 
Reproductive Justice (NYC4RJ) as it fought back against billboards which 
used fear-based messages to stigmatize and shame teen parents. 

Many (Young) Men, Many Voices Young men who have sex with men 
(YMSM) face the highest HIV rates of any group, with rates rising, rather 
than falling. Yet few sex education and HIV prevention programs address 
their needs. Advocates worked in three municipal school districts (Phila-
delphia, New York City, San Francisco) to build the capacity of school/
community personnel to implement school-centered HIV prevention and 
care for African American YMSM ages 13 to 18. Staff adapted the Many 
Men, Many Voices program, an intervention that had proven successful 
with adult African American men who have sex with men, for use with 
youth African American MSM—the first such adaptation for this popula-
tion—and added a social marketing campaign for use with African Amer-
ican YMSM ages 13 to 19. 

All Students Count LGBT youth face many health disparities, including 
disproportionate rates of bullying, homelessness, and abuse. But the full 
impact of these is rarely understood, because there is little information 
on LGBT students. In 2005, just 11 states asked questions about sexual 
orientation on their Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance, statewide sur-
veys of high school students which provides information about student 
demographics, behaviors, and risk factors. Through the efforts of the All 
Students Count Coalition, spearheaded by Advocates, in 2012, 41 states 
and municipal districts included these questions, ensuring that LGBT 
youth will be counted and their needs addressed.

reprimAnded fOr disTriBuTinG 
cOndOms, AcTivisTs dOn’T  
BAck dOWn
At Boston college, Advocates’ organizers who 
are part of the campus group Bc students 
for sexual health made national headlines. 
This spring, the administration cracked down 
on the group’s efforts to advocate for access 
to condoms and sexual health information 
and threatened “disciplinary action.” Within 
days, the students collected 1,000 signatures 
in support of their work from Bc students, 
professors, and alumni. They mounted a 
national media offensive, resulting in articles 
in the new York Times and the Boston Globe, 
segments on cnn, and blogs on huffington 
post, Jezebel, and hundreds of others. The 
activists have seen an outpouring of support 
and reignited a national dialogue about 
contraception on religiously affiliated colleges. 
They are currently in negotiations with 
administrators about providing more sexual 
health resources on campus and Advocates 
will continue to support their efforts.

nOT JusT AnOTher Teen sOAp
east los high is a hulu-exclusive drama—
which ranks number one on hulu latino— 
focusing on latin@ young people growing up 
in east los Angeles and taking a look at their 
interests, problems with school and family, 
and trying to fit in with peers. Advocates’ 
staff assisted the show’s producers in 
creating sexual health themes and as a 
result, the series combines a teen drama with 
positive messages on sexual health. The east 
los high website has highlighted the work 
of Advocates’ young people in The siren, the 
show’s virtual school newspaper. 

“An estimated 40 percent of 
homeless Americans identify as 
either lesbian, gay, bisexual, or 
transgender. To me, that’s not 
just a statistic, it’s personal: i 
was a homeless lGBT youth.”

- Amplify blogger Hannah,  
writing for The Advocate
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nurtured a pipeline of diverse and 
committed Young leaders 
Central to Advocates for Youth’s mission is the promotion of youth-adult 
partnership and youth leadership. Advocates prides itself on recruiting, 
training, and supporting a cadre of diverse and passionate young lead-
ers for the sexual health, rights and justice fields, who not only create 
change in their communities today but go on to be leaders in the repro-
ductive health and rights movement. 

A key strategy in developing youth leaders is Advocates’ annual Urban 
Retreat—a four-day, intensive youth activist training institute. The 13th 
Annual Urban Retreat brought together 130 committed and passion-
ate young people from 33 states in the U.S. and from Nigeria, Jamaica, 
Uganda, Nepal, China, and Lebanon. These young people received a full 
scholarship to attend the retreat where they participated in training 
sessions on, among many other topics, sexual health, rights and jus-
tice; advocacy and mobilization; media outreach; public speaking; and 
leadership development and action planning. Each then worked with 
a staff person to create an action plan and identify goals, benchmarks, 
strategies and tactics to make change on their campuses and in their  
communities. 

The Urban Retreat also includes a policy maker education day. Young 
people receive extensive training on how to contact and convince legis-
lators to support reproductive health and rights, then visit their Repre-
sentatives and Senators to ask for support for positive reproductive and 
sexual health policies.

Activists took these skills back to their communities where they con-
tinue to work closely with Advocates staff to execute their action plans 
and realize their vision for change.

Legacy of Leadership Past Urban Retreat participants have gone on 
to contribute and work within the field at organizations such as: the 
NY Reproductive Justice Coalition; Cascade AIDS in Portland Oregon; 
Planned Parenthood League of Massachusetts; the Texas Freedom 
Network; the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria; 
USAID; and Center for American Progress, among many other important 
organizations in the sexual and reproductive health and rights field. 
Other former activists are completing residencies in Family Medicine 
and OB/GYN as well as working in public school systems and state 
public health agencies. 

drove holistic and comprehensive 
Approaches to hiv prevention
Thirty years into the HIV epidemic, it has become clear that segmented 
or incomplete approaches to ending the HIV and AIDS epidemic are insuf-
ficient. Advocates’ approach to HIV work continues to be both broad 
and deep, including national awareness education campaigns, working 
intensively with youth activists in their communities to increase testing 
and treatment, and lobbying for policies which would help reduce HIV 
among young people. 

Testing and Prevention at Historically Black Colleges and  
Universities (HBCUs) In Georgia and Mississippi, Advocates assisted 
the health centers at five HBCUs to support youth leadership councils to 
improve students’ access to sexual health information and services on 
campus, including condoms and HIV testing and treatment. Since Advo-
cates began working with these five HBCUs in September 2010, the young 
activists have reached 28,541 students with information and materials; 
distributed 234,325 condoms and safer sex information to peers; estab-
lished 54 additional condom distribution sites across the five campuses; 
tested 4,636 students for HIV; and linked all but two of the 43 students 
who tested positive to care. 

The First National Youth HIV and AIDS Awareness Day On April 
10, 2013, Advocates led a team of organizational partners to observe the 
first-ever National Youth HIV & AIDS Awareness Day (NYHAAD). Advocates 
spearheaded the creation of NYHAAD to address the urgent needs of 
young people in the HIV and AIDS response. The first NYHAAD consisted 
of over 30 local and online events and broad media coverage, as well as a 
Congressional briefing on young people and HIV/AIDS, during which sev-
eral of Advocates’ activists talked about the importance of comprehen-
sive sexual health information and services in preventing HIV and AIDS.

intensified efforts to strengthen  
the Youth lGBTQ movement in the 
Global south
Advocates deepened its efforts to leverage its domestic expertise in 
addressing homophobia and transphobia to reach youth-serving organi-
zations and advocates in the global south. In Uganda, Advocates worked 
with youth activists to assess the cultural competency of US government 
HIV/AIDS service providers on the provision of LGBTQ-friendly services; 
and is training service providers on the needs and rights of LGBTQ youth 
– even in the face of The Anti-Homosexuality Bill, which would have 
affected nearly 500,000 LGBTQ citizens in Uganda by making it a criminal 
offense punishable by death or prison to be LGBTQ or to assist LGBTQ 
individuals.

Advocates’ partnership with the Jamaica Youth Advocacy Network 
(JYAN) has resulted in a project to support LGBTQ youth in Jamaica. Advo-
cates provided youth activists with two intensive trainings on coun-
seling techniques, HIV and AIDS, advocacy, blogging, and social media. 
With this training, the youth have created a peer education website,  
www.iliveoutloud.org, to provide LGBTQ youth with support, informa-
tion, and referrals to local LGBTQ-friendly services.

sTAndinG up 
fOr preGnAnT & 
pArenTinG Teens 
When a public charter 
school in mississippi 
instituted a policy of 
mandatory pregnancy 
tests and forcing young 
women who were 
pregnant to leave school, natasha, a young 
mother, activist, and writer on Amplify took 
action. she created a petition and in just 
one day, garnered over 100,000 signatures! 
Thanks to Advocates’ partners and the 
work of activists like natasha, the school 
changed its policy. 

YOuTh + reprOducTive JusTice  
= chAnGe 
Advocates is a part of the leadership team 
of strong families, an initiative led by 
forward Together to transform how people 
think, feel, and act in relation to family. 
Advocates is helping to elevate a youth 
perspective in the larger reproductive justice 
and social justice movements. in June 2012, 
forward Together hosted its first national 
strong families summit. Advocates led a 
series of conversations about how to best 
include youth leaders and supported the 
development and national dissemination of 
a non-partisan strong families Youth voter 
Guide before the 2012 election.

“i was not prepared to speak, 
but after listening to the 
opposition’s arguments that 
were no more than racist and 
discriminatory, i wanted my 
voice heard. i was ‘the gay’ 
that they rejected, and the 
‘immigrant’ that disgusted 
them, and the ‘culture’ that 
they were opposed to. i had 
never publicly said that i was 
gay before, but i knew that 
this was the time to express 
myself. comprehensive sexual 
health education encourages 
respect for others and respect 
for yourself, which is why i was 
able to testify, and confront 
the opposition. learning about 
my body, my actions and 
reactions, and my rights as 
a young person has allowed 
me to gain self assurance and 
confidence.”
- Colorado activist Adrian, on 

testifying for legislation that 
would ensure Colorado students 
receive comprehensive sex 
education
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fostered Youth Activism in low- and 
middle-income countries
Advocates continued to partner with youth-led organizations in Nigeria, 
Jamaica, and Nepal to support youth activist councils that advocate for 
programs and policies to improve youth sexual health in their countries 
and internationally. As a result, in Nepal, the government has agreed to 
amend the national sexuality education curriculum by integrating the 
council’s key recommendations. In Nigeria, after three years of advo-
cacy efforts, the government will now include a line item specific to 
adolescent sexual and reproductive health within the national budget, 
to take effect in 2013. Finally, in Jamaica, one of Advocates’ activists was 
appointed to the Developing Country NGO Delegation of the Global  
Fund Board.

Built the capacity of state and local 
Organizations Working to improve 
Youth sexual health and rights
Advocates understands that the success of the movement depends on 
building strong state and local organizations to sustain the work. As 
such, Advocates partners with more than 25 state and local organiza-
tions each year, providing them with training, strategic assistance, seed 
funding and networking opportunities. For example, as part of a multi-
year CDC initiative, Advocates provided intensive assistance in nine 
communities to address teen pregnancy through community-wide mobi-
lization that promotes access to evidence-based programs and clinical 
services for youth. Assistance included training on managing contro-
versy and youth-adult partnerships, consultation on effective strate-
gies for engaging community leaders to create community support, and 
helping develop community mobilization and sustainability work plans. 
Advocates provided networking opportunities for leaders of teen preg-
nancy prevention and adolescent sexual health organizations through a 
national gathering in December 2012. 

“What is needed in nepal is a 
sexual health service which 
maintains confidentiality, 
treats young people with 
respect, and ensures that their 
voices are heard.”  
– Anapas Sharma, youth blogger 
with Advocates

“first of all, our sincere 
thanks to Barbara for such a 
terrific program sustainability 
training! We are proud to 
be the Oklahoma chapter of 
the ‘Advocates for Youth’ fan 
club! Thanks for providing 
this training… and thanks 
for all you do on behalf of 
young people and those of 
us working on the front-line 
to improve the quantity and 
quality of teen pregnancy 
prevention/sexuality education 
programs in communities 
across our state.    
- Sharon Rodine, Oklahoma 

Institute for Child Advocacy

shifting  
the societal 
paradigm

Our sTrATeGic GOAls

educating, 
empowering, & 

mobilizing Youth

driving 
Adolescent 

reproductive 
& sexual 

health policy & 
practice

improving 
the health & 

Well-being of 
Young people 
in low- and 

middle-income 
countries

redressing 
Adolescent 

sexual health 
disparities
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NOTE: The financial data have been summarized from the financial records of Advocates for Youth. A complete copy of the audit and/or 
Form 990 for the year ended March 31, 2013, prepared by Advocates’ independent public accountant, are available upon request.

Our finAnciAls
April 1,  2012 - mArch 31, 2013

In FY2013, Advocates’ expenses 
totaled $5,923,371. Income 
included new revenue of 
$4,321,886 from grants and 
contributions received in FY2013, 
as well as $1,601,485 in grants 
and contributions received in 
previous years for use in FY2013.

prOGrAm service expenses include:
Adolescent sexual health services $1,125,163
education and Outreach $89,954
hiv/Aids education $717,923
international programs $522,433
public Affairs $1,518,010
public information services $178,994
Youth empowerment $283,191
Youth of color $269,484

neT AsseTs BeGinninG Of YeAr: $5,636,666
neT AsseTs end Of YeAr: $4,035,181

Other $3,949

investment income $4,300

program service fees $44,953

revenue: $5,923,371

management and General  
$778,529 (13%)

fundraising $439,690 (7%)

program services $4,705,152 (80%)

expenses: $5,923,371

For more information on ways to give, contact 
Jennifer Stark at jennifers@advocatesforyouth.org 

advocates for Youth participates in the Combined 
Federal Campaign, #12087.

a new 
Generation  
oF aCtiviStS 
WhY TheY fuel mY pAssiOn
A Letter from the President, Deb Hauser

For this new generation of youth activists, being an activist is not 
just what they do. it is who they are. 

when i started at advocates 22 years ago this July, young people’s 
sexual health and rights were being trampled upon in many 
communities across the globe. Challenges seemed to overwhelm 
opportunities. abstinence-only was our national sex education 
policy, and we were exporting it to others abroad. lGBt youth were 
afforded little affirmation. Hiv was still devastating a generation. 
and young people were barely visible in our field. 

today the stage is set for a new day, a new time. 

this generation of young people represents one of the most 
influential, diverse and socially progressive generations in our 
history and there is a movement afoot to meaningfully engage them 
as advocates and leaders in the fight for sexual health, rights and 
justice. the implications of “youth power” for our field are enormous. 
we must meaningfully tap the passion, vision, and leadership 
young people are bringing to the table. these young people, this 
new generation of activists, empowered as leaders, trained in our 
issues and knowledgeable about their own communities can help to 
revitalize the field and keep it relevant in a world that is increasingly 
diverse and that requires a more integrated, holistic and rights-
based approach to sexual health. By engaging this generation as 
leaders rather than passive end users of adult programs, we not only 
shape the present, but also the future as this generation propels 
change in the decades ahead as advocates, policy makers, parents, 
and community leaders. 

robert F. Kennedy once said:

this world demands the qualities of youth—not a time of 
life but a state of mind, a temper of the will, a quality of the 
imagination, a predominance of courage over timidity, of the 
appetite for adventure over the life of ease.

as i reflect on this past year, my heart soars because i have seen 
before me in each and every activist with whom we work, the will, 
imagination, courage, and spirit that will transform our world— if we 
are smart enough, collaborative enough and courageous enough to 
work alongside them. 

Our BOArd Of direcTOrs
deborah Arrindell Chair 
rich Thomas, Jd Vice-Chair 
linara J. davidson Secretary 
fred sherman, CPA Treasurer

kathleen Adams
Gary Barker, phd
robin Brand
Glennia r. campbell, Jd
colin v. dean
daniel p. dozier, v
sharon l. edwards
shereen el feki, phd
robin elliott
robert Garofalo, md, mph
erica J. Gibson, md
sarah higdon-sudow
miriam (mimi) madrid
karlo Barrios marcelo
martín martínez
Garrett mize
Jamila B. perritt, md, mph
suzanne petroni, phd 
valerie Tarico, phd

Our mAnAGemenT TeAm
debra hauser President
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“We are firmly in support and 
call for the realization of all 
young people’s human rights 
which include sexual and 
reproductive rights, that must 
be respected regardless of our 
age. That’s why we are here to 
share with you our collective 
voice and message: Youth 
demand change.” 
- IYLC alumna Meredith, speaking  

at the ICPD Global Youth Forum
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Government $1,511,553

carry-Over from fY12 
$1,601,485

Grants and 
contributions 
$2,757,131
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OurmissiOn 
And visiOn Advocates for Youth champions programs and advocates for 
policies that help young people make informed and responsible 
decisions about their sexual health. 

Through its vision of Rights.Respect.Responsibility.® (“3Rs”), 
Advocates believes that

• youth have an inalienable riGhT to accurate and complete 
sexual and reproductive health information, confidential 
services, and a secure stake in the future;

• youth deserve respecT—valuing them means involving them 
in the design, implementation, and evaluation of programs and 
policies that affect their health and well-being;

• and society has the respOnsiBiliTY to provide young 
people with the tools they need to safeguard their sexual 
health, while young people have the respOnsiBiliTY to 
protect themselves from unwanted pregnancy and sexually 
transmitted infections, including HIV.

 www.advocatesforyouth.org
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